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1 . GENERAL BRANDT, CHIEF OFPOLITICAL/MILITARY 
AFFAIRS AT THE GERMAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE HAS CALLED 
THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR TO CONFIRM THE INFORMATION HE 
HAD GIVEN US EARLIER (REF C): THAT THE FEDERAL SECURITY 
COUNCIL DID NOT FORMALLY ADDRESS THE AWACS ISSUE IN A 
DECISION PAPER. HE SAID AWACS WAS DISCUSSED (AS 
AMBASSADOR PAULS REPORTED IN REF B), BUT THAT THE 
DEFENSE MINISTRY DID NOT PRESENT THE FULL BRIEFING 
THAT THE MINISTRY HAD PREPARED FOR HIM. BRANDT SAID HE 
DID NOT BELIEVE THIS WOULD AFFECT THE AWACS DECISION 
PROCESS, SINCE THERE HAD TO BE A MEETING OF FINANCIAL 
EXPERTS BEFORE A FORMAL GERMAN DECISION COULD BE MADE 
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IN ANY EVENT. 

2. GENERAL BRANDT SAID THE FMOD WAS NOW AWAITING 
THE FULL REPORT ON THE MEETING FROM CHIEF OF STAFF 
GENERAL WUST. THE FMOD WOULD THEN TRY TO DEAL WITH 
ANY QUESTIONS THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN RAISED AT THE 
FEDERAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
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3. AS FOR PORTUGAL, BRANDT ALSO CONFIRMED THE EARLIER 
INFORMATION THAT THE FORCE MODERNIZATION ISSUES WERE 
NOT ADDRESSED AT THE FEDERAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING, 
BUT HE EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT THIS SHOULD NOT 
AFFECT THE DECISION PROCESS EITHER BECAUSE THE US-FRG 
MEETING WAS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE BEFORE THE END OF 
FEBRUARY AND THE FRG WOULD CERTAINLY BE ABLE TO DEAL 
WITH THE MATTER BY THEN. 

4. COMMENT: WE WISH TO TALK TO OTHER GERMAN OFFICIALS 
BEFORE OFFERING OUR VIEWS ON AMBASSADOR STRAUSZ-HUPE'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS (REF B). LIKE AMBASSADOR STRAUSZ-HUPE, 
WE BELIEVE MINISTER LEBER'S REPLY TO SECDEF CONSTITUTES 
THE CRUCIAL NEXT ELEMENT IN THE AEW DECISION CHAIN, AND 
WE ARE NOT YET CERTAIN WHETHER LEBER NOW FEELS HE HAS 
ENOUGH GUIDANCE IN ORDER TO REPLY. 

5. ADDRESSEES SHOULD BE AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT WE ARE 
GETTING MANY SIGNALS REINFORCING PAULS'S REMARK (PARA 
LC, REF B) THAT THE US MAY NOW BE "SELLING" THE AWACS 
SYSTEM SOMEWHAT TOO HARD. IT MAY WELL BE THAT THE 
GERMAN DECISION PROCESS MUST GO THROUGH ITS OWN 
REQUIRED STEPS BEFORE WE OPENLY INTERVENE WITH AN OFFER 
TO BRIEF THE CHANCELLOR. WE RECOGNIZE THE FRUSTRATIONS 
AND THE TIMING CONSIDERATIONS POSED BY BRITISH CONCERNS, 
AND WE WILL TRY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO DEVELOP A SENSE 
OF WHAT NEXT STEPS HERE ARE MOST LIKELY TO BE CONSTRUC- 
TIVE. 
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